
RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION IN NORTH CAROLINA 

WHEREAS, North Carolina has a constitutional obligation guaranteeing every child the "opportunity to a 
sound education," which necessarily involves strong academic preparation which is necessary for a 
thriving democracy, a robust economy, and global citizenship; 

WHEREAS, A "sound education" must train, employ, and financially support talented teachers and 
principals to educate our children; 

WHEREAS, School vouchers undermine public education by siphoning money away from public schools 
and creating the illusion of academic rigor in private or for-profit schools; 

WHEREAS, Though a few private, for-profit, and parochial schools may independently set up rigorous 
programs of study of their own, they are not subject to suitable accountability measures, cannot be 
counted upon to offer strong academic curricula, and indeed have not shown themselves to be better at 
educating students but, instead, have not measured up to the public school achievements and, 
furthermore, have no adequate safeguards against discrimination of students of color or students with 
special needs; 

WHEREAS, voucher programs using tax payers money to help parents fund parochial school education 
violate freedom of religion and separation of church and state; 

WHEREAS, some charter schools, if expertly run, may be useful for special populations of students, but 
too many charter schools take away from the public school mission; 

WHEREAS, one size does not fit all such that a strong education includes traditional academic subjects 
but also the arts, physical education, counseling, and vocational training, with the goal of creating a 
diverse program, a well-rounded student, and ultimately a productive and engaged citizen; 

WHEREAS, Public education's struggles (for example, with larger class sizes, fewer teacher's aides, 
discipline problems, over emphasis on testing, textbook expenditures) are real but can be solved with 
objective, expert study and implementation of an improvement plan devised by people who are 
committed to careful research and problem-solving; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That any practice which detracts from public school education should be eliminated; and 

RESOLVED, That public schools receive enough funding and personnel to offer students a "sound 
education"; and 

RESOLVED, That charter schools be limited in number; and 

RESOLVED, That the law allowing public school vouchers be rescinded; and 

RESOLVED, That a non-partisan task force of education stakeholders--including our best teachers, 
principals, superintendents, and students; informed parents; and academic education experts--conduct 



and use credible research to solve current problems in poorly-performing and failing schools in North 
Carolina 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we Democrats devote our efforts to taking necessary steps toward 
creating, improving, and maintaining strong public schools. 

Submitted to the Beaufort County Democratic Party 
Sue Jefferson, River Road Precinct,  Beaufort County 
8 April 2017 
 


