
SUPPORT PASSAGE OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT (ERA) TO THE US 
CONSTITUTION AND RATIFICATION OF THE ERA BY THE NORTH CAROLINA 
GENERAL   ASSEMBLY (NCGA) 
 
WHEREAS, the US Constitution, the highest and most formal statement of our human rights 
principles, does not explicitly guarantee that all rights that it protects are held equally by all 
citizens without regard to sex and does not include a sex equality provision as do the statements 
of principles of most countries in the world, in fact the only right it specifically affirms to be 
equal for women is the right to vote in the 19th Amendment, 1920;  
 
WHEREAS, the 14th Amendment's equal protection clause has never been interpreted to 
guarantee equal rights for women in the same way the ERA would as currently cases of sex 
discrimination receive only a heightened level of scrutiny, but should receive the highest level of 
strict judicial scrutiny, just as race, national origin and religion do;  
 
WHEREAS, women experience sex discrimination that continues to limit equal opportunity and 
justice in such forms as workplace discrimination and epidemic violence;  
 
WHEREAS, state laws are not uniform and federal laws are not comprehensive; additionally, 
these laws can be repealed or reduced and often require the need to prove intent to challenge the 
legality of systemic bias;  
 
WHEREAS, the ERA was passed by Congress in 1972 and ratified by 35 of the 38 states 
necessary to put it into the Constitution, before being assumed to have expired in 1982; 
 
WHEREAS, legal analysis supports the conclusion that the Constitution imposes no time limit 
for ratification of amendments; Congress can alter time limits in the proposing clauses of 
amendments; the deadline for ERA appeared only in the preamble and not in the actual 
legislation; and the ratification of the Madison (27th) Amendment 203 years after it was first 
proposed supports the premise that state ERA ratification votes since 1972 are sufficiently 
contemporaneous; 
 
WHEREAS, irrespective of a time limit for ratification, the state of Nevada ratified the ERA on 
March 22, 2017, becoming the thirty sixth state to ratify the amendment, further supporting 
contemporaneousness;  
 
WHEREAS, the ERA would guarantee that women will have equal rights under the US 
Constitution and the 2016 Democratic National Platform (DNP) recognized women’s rights as 
civil rights and reaffirmed its continuing support of the ERA, which it first adopted in 1944; 
 
WHEREAS, on this date, the Democratic Women of Carteret County submit this Resolution to 
the Carteret County Democratic Party Convention for consideration and discussion; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Carteret County Democratic Party join the efforts 
of the Democratic Women of Carteret County and call on all members of the US House and 
Senate to co-sponsor and pass into law joint resolution bills for both the traditional Article V 



ratification process and also for a "two state strategy" process that will remove the time limit for 
ratification of the ERA so that ratification shall be achieved upon the affirmative vote of 38 
states, of which 36 have already ratified; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Carteret County Democratic Party join the 
Democratic Women of Carteret County and call on members of the NC General Assembly to 
cosponsor and pass into law House and Senate bills to affirm and ratify the ERA to the US 
Constitution as proposed by the US Congress on March 22, 1972; and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Carteret County Democratic Party join the Democratic 
Women of Carteret County to pursue grassroots and legislative strategies for passage of the ERA 
and support of the Article V and three-state strategies to put the Equal Rights Amendment into 
the Constitution. 
 
THIS RESOLUTION PASSED as submitted by the Democratic Women of Carteret County on 
this day by the body of delegates at the Carteret County Democratic Party Convention Delegates. 
 
This the 1st day of April, 2017. 
 
Kathryn Tomberlin, Secretary 
Carteret County Democratic Party 
 
 


