
Dare County Democratic Party Resolution 
 
Whereas, the State’s Marine Resources are a public trust resource, the owners of which are the 
10.2 million residents of the state living from Murphy to Manteo;  
 
Whereas, the North Carolina Fisheries Reform Act of 1997 laid out the legislative road map for 
the future management of this public trust resource for the benefit of all its owners; 
 
Whereas, the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission, whose members are appointed by the 
governor, are responsible for adhering to the Fisheries Reform Act; 
 
Whereas, the Commission has chosen repeatedly to ignore the both the legislative intent as well 
as the spirit of the Act; 
 
Whereas, improper action was taken by implementing a supplement to the Flounder Management 
Plan instead of amending the fisheries management plan for the species as required by law;  
 
Whereas, the supplement was based on the use of a 30-year-old model and incomplete data that 
did not gain peer review approval; 
 
Whereas, the Marine Fisheries Commission accepted a Petition for Rule-making to severely limit 
shrimping in both inshore waters and near-shore ocean waters; 
 
Whereas, all five Commission advisory committees which include members who are fisheries 
scientists, recreational and commercial fishermen and others voted against accepting the Petition 
because it relies on flawed, misstated and sometimes nonexistent data; 
 
Whereas, upon making their recommendations to oppose acceptance of the petition, the advisory 
committees' motion statements included “...deny the petition as frivolous and incomplete based 
on flawed science” and “...the designations do not follow established protocols” and “The petition 
shows serious lack of knowledge of the actual conduct of North Carolina's trawl fishery and its 
management...for example, fisheries landing are not a valid measure of the health of a fish stock; 
...the petition fails to consider differences in life history characteristics of the three shrimp species 
that contribute to North Carolina's landings; and the petition does not provide a rigorous, science-
based framework for defining nursery habitats in North Carolina.” 
 
Whereas, a combined total of sixteen scientists submitted comments or spoke as advisory 
committee members but only four supported the petition; 
 
Whereas, the scientists who supported the Petition were paid by the Petitioner or a member of the 
requester organization; 
 
Whereas, the remaining twelve scientists questioned the legitimacy of the data presented which 
ignored ongoing bycatch studies, correct status of fish populations, and current gear requirements 
and, in general, reflected the advisory committees' motions; 
 
Whereas, implementation of the severe restrictions on shrimping called for in the Petition will 
have a negative ripple effect on other fisheries as shrimpers are forced into other fisheries in order 
to make a livable income; 
 



Whereas, all fisheries are stringently regulated in North Carolina as they are in the rest of the 
nation, making the commercial fishing industry the seventh most regulated industry in the country 
according to the Mercatus Center at George Mason University;  
 
Whereas, instead of correcting the environmental problems, fisheries management is using 
actions against fishermen to hide or mitigate the losses due to declining water quality and loss of 
habitat;  
 
Whereas, the Fisheries Reform Act mandated the creation of the Coastal Habitat Protection Plans 
in recognition of the need to restore habitat and water quality needed to protect, enhance and 
restore fish populations in North Carolina; 
 
Whereas, oysters are considered the canary in the mine for water quality in the State's waters 
needed by all marine life; 
 
Whereas, shellfish closures due to poor water quality and insufficient habitat are increasing each 
year as water quality protections are stripped away; 
 
Whereas, increasing habitat loss occurring from reduced efforts to protect it is hampering 
spawning and protection of juvenile fish; 
 
Whereas, these conditions are affecting fish populations such as Striped Bass and herring that are 
heavily regulated but still not recovering; 
 
Whereas, the regulations of the use and access to this public trust resource affect businesses and 
residents across the state, including but not limited to recreational and commercial fishermen, 
charter/head boat industry, consumers, vacation rental home investors who spend their profits in 
their own communities across the state, and restaurants that have built their businesses based on 
North Carolina seafood; 
 
Whereas, the adoption of the petition will have far-reaching negative economic effects on jobs 
lost, taxes collected, loss of direct, indirect and induced income not just on the coast but across 
the state; 
 
Whereas, there has never been a full economic impact study of the commercial fishing industry 
and the businesses that count on it, however, economists estimate it is no less than $.5 billion 
without counting induced benefits. 
 
Whereas, the current makeup of the membership of the Marine Fisheries Commission does not 
comply with the Fisheries Reform Act which dictates what interests are to fill each seat; 
 
Now, therefore be it resolved that the Dare County Democratic Party calls upon  Governor Roy 
Cooper to demand that Marine Fisheries Commission comply with the mandates in the Fisheries 
Reform Act; and 
 
Further calls upon Gov. Cooper to request that the Attorney General review actions taken to 
ensure that the Marine Fisheries Commission comply with the Fisheries Reform Act of 1997, as 
well as the State's Open Government laws; and 
 



Further calls for Gov. Cooper to unseat the Marine Fisheries Commission and replace with a 
membership makeup that complies with the stipulation in the law that mandates how seats are 
chosen; and 
 
Further calls upon Gov. Cooper to choose members to serve in the at-large seats in a manner so 
that the charter/headboat industry and consumers are represented and; 
 
Further calls upon Gov. Cooper to demand that Coastal Habitat Protection Plans are fully 
implemented and the State's treasured public trust resource is restored so that it can produce at its 
maximum potential; and 
 
Further calls upon Gov. Cooper to direct the Secretary of the Department of Environmental 
Quality to instruct the Marine Fisheries Commission to recall the petition due to lack of integrity 
of claims. 
 


