
 

 

Due to Facility delays, the meeting was called to order at 1:44pm by District Chairman, Chris Hardee. 

District Vice Chair, Carolyn Bryan led the body in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a moment of 

silent reflection. 

A video message for NCDP Chairman, Wayne Goodwin was presented. 

Procedural Business and Motions 

District Secretary, Rich Elkins did a roll call.  12 of 17 counties were present. Camden, Hyde, Jones, 

Perquimans, and Tyrrell were either unorganized or unrepresented. 

Chairman, Chris Hardee entertained a motion to seat the Greene County delegation who were duly 

elected, but whose names had not been forwarded to the state party.  Motion made by Craven County 

and seconded by Dare County.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Motion from Carteret County, seconded by Onslow County to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 

passed by voice vote. See Attachment A. 

Motion from Onslow County, seconded by Beaufort County for the current Secretary to serve and take 

minutes through the entire meeting.  (Rather than shifting to the newly elected Secretary mid-meeting.) 

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Motion from Dare County, seconded by Craven County to adopt the meeting rules as presented.  

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. See Attachment B. 

Motion from Carteret County, seconded by Dare County to approve the minutes from the 2016 District 

Convention, provided in advance.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report:  District Treasurer Suzie Cuthrell reported that we had a $2142.35 balance as of 16 

May 2017. 

Motion from Currituck County, seconded by Dare County to file the Treasurer’s Report as received.  

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Antoinnette Litz, Pitt County, introduced the Keynote Speaker, Sheila A. Huggins, DNC Member from 

Durham, originally from Greenville.  Among other topics, Sheila highlighted the #demsresist effort. 

Executive Committee Report:  Due to the passing of Hugh “Buck” Wilde, of Carteret County, our District 

seat on the Council of Review is vacant and will need to be filled for the remainder of the term which 

will run through the 2018 District Convention.  We also have a special resolution from the District in 

recognition of Buck’s service to be considered separately from County resolutions.  The Executive 

Committee deferred both items to this District Convention for action. 

Motion from Carteret County, seconded by Dare County to approve the District Resolution in 

Memoriam of Hughes Leonard “Buck” Wilde Jr.  Motion passed unanimously.  See Attachment C. 

The floor was opened for nominations for Council of Review. 

Tina Willis-Rodriguez, Carteret County, nominated David Cox, Pamlico County. 



 

 

Motion from Dare County, seconded by Onslow County to close nomination and accept the nominee by 

acclamation.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Regular Business Election of District Officers in odd-numbered years 

The slate of officers from the Nominating Committee was presented.  See Attachment D.  Additional 

nominations may be made from the floor.  Note was made that Becky Howard, Currituck County, 

nominee for Chair, had previously accepted, but later withdrew herself from consideration by email. 

The floor was opened for nominations for District Chair.  Nominees were: 

• Chris Hardee, Pitt County 

• Zack Pate, Pitt County 

• Sherry Eason, Onslow County 

Motion from Lenoir County, seconded by Craven County to close nominations.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

Candidates were given equal times to speak.  Sherry Eason withdrew her candidacy during her speech. 

Chris Hardee was re-elected as District Chair with a weighted vote of 230.9 (61.25%).  Zack Pate 

received a weighted vote of 146.1 (38.75%). 

The floor was opened for nominations for District 1st Vice Chair.  Due to a male being elected as chair, 

only female nominees could be accepted, and the nominee from the Nominations Committee, being 

male, was not in order.  Nominees were: 

• Jennifer Alexander, Dare County 

• Sherry Eason, Onslow County 

Motion from Carteret County, seconded by Dare County to close nominations.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

Jennifer Alexander was elected as District 1st Vice Chair with a weighted vote of 265.5 (70.42%).  Sherry 

Eason received a weighted vote of 111.5 (29.58%) 

The floor was opened for nominations for District 2nd Vice Chair.  Nominees can be of either gender, 

but requirements for inclusion of racial minorities and young democrats within the chair and vice-chairs 

have not yet been fulfilled.  If the candidate elected does not fulfill one of these requirements, then the 

3rd Vice-Chair must fulfill both.  Nominees were: 

• Zack Pate, Pitt County 

• Eric Smith, Craven County 

• Marlene McCabe, Beaufort County  

Seeing no further nominations, the Chair closed the floor for nominations and moved to candidate 

speeches.  Marlene McCabe withdrew her name from consideration. 

Point of Parliamentary Procedure:  Per Section 3.04 of the NCDP Plan of Organization “Where there are 

sufficient counties in a district, no two (2) officers shall live within the same county except for the chair 

and secretary.” 



 

 

The Chair recognized the Point of Parliamentary Procedure, which left Eric Smith as the sole nominee 

and asked for approval by acclamation.  Eric Smith was elected District 2nd Vice Chair by acclamation. 

The floor was opened for nominations for District 3rd Vice Chair.  With gender and racial requirements 

already met, nominees would need to fulfill the requirement of having a vice chair aged 36 or less.  The 

Chair clarified that if the only candidate nominated did fulfill this requirement, they could be elected 

from the same county as another officer. Nominees were: 

• Zack Pate, Pitt County 

• Bryson Jones, Craven County 

The Chair ruled the nomination of Bryson Jones out of order, because the 2nd Vice Chair, just elected, 

was also from Craven County. 

Motion from Beaufort County, seconded by Lenoir County to close nominations and accept Zack Pate by 

acclamation. 

Objection from Craven County.  Challenge to decision by the Chair to accept the nomination from Pitt 

County, which already had an elected officer, but to reject the nomination from Craven under the same 

circumstances. 

Challenge to a decision by the Chair requires a vote by the body, who voted to overturn the decision of 

the chair with 82.25% of the vote.  Weighted vote was 310.1 to overturn and 66.9 to sustain. 

The floor was reopened for nominations for District 3rd Vice Chair with nominees: 

• Zack Pate, Pitt County, existing nominee 

• Bryson Jones, Craven County, added 

Motion from Lenoir County to close nominations.  Objection from Greene County.  Nominations remain 

open. 

Nomination of Autumn Artis, Greene County 

Nomination of a candidate from a county without another officer already elected makes the previous 

nominations from Pitt and Craven Counties now out of order and invalid.  Autumn Artis, Greene County 

is now the sole nominee. 

Nomination of Nicholas Blount, Beaufort County. 

Motion from Dare County, seconded by Pamlico County to close nominations.  Passed unanimously.  

Nominees are Autumn Artis and James Blount. 

James Blount was elected District 3rd Vice Chair with a weighted vote of 263.0 (69.75%). Autumn Artis 

received a weighted vote of 114.0 (30.25%). 

The floor was opened for nominations for District Secretary.  Nominees were: 

• Zack Pate, Pitt County 

• Bryson Jones, Craven County 

• Luke Mahler, Dare County, who declined nomination 



 

 

• Megan Sumerell, Pitt County 

Seeing no further nominations, the Chair closed the floor and proceeded to candidate speeches and 

election. 

Megan Sumerell was elected District Secretary with a weighted vote of 191.3 (50.73%).  Zack Pate 

received 136.7 weighted votes (36.27%) and Bryson Jones received 49.0 (13.00%) 

The floor was opened for nominations for District Treasurer.  Nominees were: 

Suzie Cuthrell, Carteret County 

Sherry Eason, Onslow County 

Seeing no further nominations, the Chair closed the floor and proceeded to candidate speeches and 

election. 

Suzie Cuthrell was re-elected District Treasurer with a weighted vote of 315.3 (83.64%).  Sherry Eason 

received 61.7 weighted votes (16.36%). 

Approval of Resolutions from Counties 

The Resolutions Committee presented the 22 Resolutions received from County Conventions.  They 

were previously posted on the website for anyone to review in advance.  Most should be fairly straight-

forward requiring no debate.  The body was given the opportunity to “pull” resolutions for separate 

consideration.  The remaining ones, requiring no debate, can be considered and adopted in a single 

motion. 

Motion from Lenoir County, seconded by Onslow County to adopt all 22 Resolutions as presented.   

Resolution #8 from Pitt County relating to Domestic Violence was pulled for separate consideration. 

Remaining 21 Resolutions were adopted unanimously by voice vote. 

Resolution from Pitt County relating to Domestic Violence was brought for debate. 

Motion from Dare County, seconded by Pitt County, to amend by adding the word “additional” in the 

resolving clause prior to the words “state appropriation”.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   

Motion from Pamlico County, seconded by Craven County, to adopt the amended Resolution #8.   

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote and the Resolution was adopted. 

Reports from District Auxiliaries 

Various Reports were given from Democratic Women, African American Caucus and College Democrats.  

Other Business 

The current County Assessment program was explained by the Chair as a way of raising operating funds 

for the District with small weighted assessments to each county.  Motion from Craven County, seconded 

by Carteret County, to continue the Assessment program.  Motion passed on a voice 

vote.Announcements 



 

 

• NCDP Executive Council    June 24   Raleigh  

• NCDP Unity Dinner (formally Jefferson Jackson Dinner) July 15   Raleigh  

• State Executive Committee    August 19  TBD  

• Democratic Women Convention   September 22-24  Winston Salem  

• Western Gala     October    Asheville, NC  

 Seeing no further business, the Convention was adjourned at 4:40pm. 


