
RESOLUTION # 1 

RESOLUTION HONORING RECENT CANDIDATES FOR THE SPECIAL PRIMARY OF THE NORTH 1 

CAROLINA THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC PARTY 2 

*WHEREAS, Congressman Walter Jones Jr. honorably represented North Carolina’s Third Congressional 3 

District for over 24 years, and 4 

*WHEREAS, Congressman Walter Jones Jr. died in office peacefully on February 10, 2019 in Greenville, 5 

NC, and 6 

*WHEREAS, Governor Roy Cooper did proclaim and issue a Writ of Election for a Special Primary 7 

Election to be held on April 30, 2019, and 8 

*WHEREAS, Col. Richard Bew (retired), a 29-year Marine aviator and administrator from Carteret County 9 

did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 2019, and  10 

*WHEREAS, Gregory Humphrey, a retired Army Medic, Fire Chief, Democratic Party activist from Onslow 11 

County did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 2019, and  12 

*WHEREAS, Major Isaiah (Ike) Johnson (retired), a 27-year Marine veteran, Deacon, nonprofit leader from 13 

Onslow County did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 2019, and  14 

*WHEREAS, Mayor Dana Outlaw, a Realtor and Appraiser, has served as Mayor of New Bern since 2013, 15 

from Craven County did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 2019, and  16 

*WHEREAS, Captain Ernest T. Reeves (retired), a former US Army Communications Officer, from Pitt 17 

County did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 2019, and  18 

*WHEREAS, Allen M. Thomas, a former 3 term Greenville Mayor, GTP Executive Director and 19 

businessman from Pitt County did run for the Democratic Nomination in the Special Election on April 30, 20 

2019, and  21 

*WHEREAS, each and every one of these gentlemen would have served the people of Eastern North 22 

Carolina honorably, effectively and proudly in the United States Congress, and 23 

*WHEREAS, each and every one of these outstanding Democrats ran a strong, vigorous and positive 24 

campaign for Congress,  25 

*THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the NCDP Third District assembled in Convention express our 26 

Recognition, Admiration, and Gratitude for running and being willing to continue to serve the people of 27 

Eastern North Carolina,  28 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the NCDP Third District assembled in Convention support 29 

Allen Thomas for Congress and look forward to seeing Richard Bew, Greg Humphrey, Ike Johnson, Dana 30 

Outlaw, or Ernest Reeves running in the future to continue to serve the people of Eastern NC at the local, 31 

state or national levels.  32 



RESOLUTION # 2 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR HEARINGS AND RATIFICATION OF  1 

THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 2 

*WHEREAS, the U.S. Constitution does not explicitly guarantee that all of the rights it protects are held 3 

equally by all citizens without regard to sex, and the only right it specifically affirms as equal for women and 4 

men is the right to vote, guaranteed by the 19th Amendment in 1920; and 5 

*WHEREAS, Women who constitute over 51% of the population of North Carolina, continue to confront 6 

workplace discrimination; health care inequities; disparate rates of poverty; rape and domestic violence 7 

assaults; a lack of political; and 8 

*WHEREAS, the Equal Rights Amendment provides: "Section 1.  Equality of rights under the law shall not 9 

be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex. Section 2: The Congress 10 

shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation the provisions of this article. Section 3.  This 11 

amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification", and 12 

*WHEREAS, Anti-discrimination state laws are not uniform and federal laws are not comprehensive; 13 

additionally. these laws can be repealed or reduced; and 14 

*WHEREAS, the ERA was first proposed in 1923, passed by Congress in 1972 and has since been 15 

ratified by 37 out of the 38 states necessary to put it into the Constitution, yet was debatably assumed to 16 

have expired in 1982; and 17 

*WHEREAS, more recent legal analysis supports the conclusion that the Constitution imposes no time 18 

limit for ratification of amendments; Congress can alter time limits in the proposing clauses of 19 

amendments, and ratifications of the Madison (27th) Amendment,203 years after it was first proposed 20 

supports the premise that state ERA ratification votes since 1972 are sufficiently contemporaneous; and 21 

*WHEREAS, two processes are being proposed for ratification of the ERA: (1)the traditional Article V 22 

passage by two-thirds vote in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives followed by three-quarters of 23 

the states, and (2) the "three state strategy" of overriding or removing the time limit via judicial and/or 24 

statutory action and declaring the ERA to be part of the Constitution when one more state ratifies; and 25 

*WHEREAS, Irrespective of a time limit for ratification, the Nevada and Illinois State Legislatures ratified 26 

the ERA with bipartisan votes in 2015 and 2017, becoming the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh states to ratify 27 

the amendment; and 28 

*NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NCDP Third District supports the North Carolina 29 

ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment, and 30 

*BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we affirm our support for the Equal Rights Amendment and our 31 

commitment to effective legislative and advocacy actions at federal and state levels in order to add the 32 

ERA to the Constitution of the United States.   33 



RESOLUTION # 3 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR INCREASED ATTENTION TO BE GIVEN TO THE REALITY OF 1 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS EFFECTS ON EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, Eastern North Carolina have been profoundly affected by climate change;  4 

*WHEREAS, Such effects include loss of life, property and infrastructure, pollution of rivers and streams, 5 

the financial loss from disruption of the economy, including closures of businesses and loss of tourist 6 

dollars, and the cost of recovery for both individuals and governments; and 7 

*WHEREAS, Effects such as these will occur in future with increasing severity and frequency due to the 8 

ever increasing accumulation of atmospheric CO2 caused by human activities; and  9 

*WHEREAS, Governing bodies have been unwilling to address the basic cause of climate change and the 10 

urgent need to address it immediately; now, therefore, be it 11 

*RESOLVED, That the members of the NCDP Third District North Carolina Democratic Party will work to 12 

further the attention given to this issue of vital importance to our citizens; and 13 

*BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That our governing legislators on all levels be advised of our deep 14 

concern for their lack of action in addressing this issue of Climate Change, both in its cause and in its 15 

effect on the citizens of this area and state. 16 

  17 



RESOLUTION # 4 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR REASONABLE FIREARM REGULATION TO PROTECT CITIZENS 1 

AND STUDENTS 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, 1,430 people in North Carolina died from firearms in 2017; 13.7 deaths per 100,000 4 

residents, the 23rd highest rate in the US; and 5 

*WHEREAS, In 2017, over 74 percent of murders in North Carolina were committed using a firearm; and 6 

*WHEREAS, The US averaged 12 deaths per 100,000 in 2017, compared to 0.9 in Germany, 0.3 in the 7 

UK, and 0.2 in Japan; and, 8 

*WHEREAS, Gun deaths in North Carolina have risen faster than the rate of population growth; and 9 

*WHEREAS, The Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gives North Carolina a D on its gun laws; 10 

and 11 

*WHEREAS, concealed carrying permits have increased from 68,000 to 107,000 allowing many more 12 

individuals to carry weapons undetected into public areas and places of business; and 13 

*WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that, “nothing in our opinion should be 14 

taken to cast doubt on longstanding prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the mentally 15 

ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in sensitive places such as schools and government 16 

buildings, or laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial sale of arms.; and 17 

*WHEREAS, The United States Government currently regulates firearms considered to be too dangerous 18 

or inappropriate for civilian use; and 19 

*WHEREAS, The North Carolina Constitution states that citizens of the state have a right to an education, 20 

and education is not possible unless students have a secure and comfortable learning environment free of 21 

fear from firearm violence; now, therefore, be it 22 

*RESOLVED: That the NCDP Third District strongly supports state action to establish firearms regulation 23 

that ensure only sane and qualified citizens have access to firearms; and 24 

*RESOLVED: That the NCDP Third District strongly supports state action to protect our students by 25 

keeping all firearms out of schools except for those carried by trained and certified state, county, or 26 

municipal law-enforcement officers; and 27 

RESOLVED: That the NCDP Third District strongly supports restricting access to firearms that present an 28 

unnecessarily extreme risk for causing widespread damage; and 29 

*BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the regulations advocated above are consistent with and protect our 30 

Second Amendment rights. 31 

  32 



RESOLUTION # 5 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE BAN 1 

ON THE USE OF SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, Single-use plastic bags had been banned for most retail stores on the Outer Banks since 4 

2009; and 5 

 6 

*WHEREAS, Single-use plastic bags are a source of unsightly litter and pollute our coastal waters; and 7 

 8 

*WHEREAS, Litter and pollution from single-use plastic bags is bad for the economy and the environment; 9 

and 10 

 11 

*WHEREAS, The breakdown of single-use plastic bags introduces toxins and carcinogens that are 12 

harmful to the marine environment; and 13 

 14 

*WHEREAS, Marine mammals and fish are harmed by the consumption of single-use plastic bags, which 15 

they confuse for natural food sources; and 16 

 17 

*WHEREAS, The general public, most local retailers and local governments support the plastic bag ban; 18 

and 19 

 20 

*WHEREAS, The repeal of the plastic bag ban was pushed by outside lobbying groups not concerned 21 

about Eastern North Carolina; now, therefore be it 22 

 23 

*RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District supports efforts to reinstate the ban on single use plastic bags 24 

and urges our State Senators and Representatives to introduce legislation to that effect; and  25 

 26 

*BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District requests that Governor Cooper and the 27 

Department of Environmental Quality institute a ban on single-use plastic bags statewide to protect our 28 

environment, the marine life, and our economy. 29 

 30 

  31 



RESOLUTION # 6 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A $15 PER HOUR MINIMUM WAGE 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, living in poverty is detrimental to self-esteem, promotes illnesses both physical and 3 

emotional, and inhibits aspiration to and attainment of decent living conditions for an individual human 4 

being; and 5 

 6 

*WHEREAS, studies show that an increase in minimum wage corresponds with an increase in jobs and 7 

has little or no negative effect on the employment of minimum wage workers, regardless of the strengths 8 

or weakness in the economy, and that an increase in the minimum wage could generate billions of dollars 9 

in new consumer spending, adding needed stimulus to the American economy, and; 10 

 11 

*WHEREAS, businesses compete for labor that will perform at the lowest rate of pay and still perform 12 

adequately; and 13 

 14 

*WHEREAS, citizens will work for inadequate pay if there is no other work to be found rather than receive 15 

charitable assistance; and 16 

 17 

*WHEREAS, these citizens have no union nor other organizations to provide them the means to 18 

ameliorate their predicament and must continue in this state of practical poverty; and 19 

 20 

*WHEREAS, the cost of living in some counties in the Third District is above the national average; and 21 

 22 

*WHEREAS, the bare minimum living wage for two adults working with two children in Dare County is 23 

calculated to be $15.71; now, therefore, be it    24 

 25 

*RESOLVED: That the NCDP Third District supports an increase in the Federal minimum wage to at least 26 

$15 per hour with annual increases to the Federal minimum wage equal to the percentage increase of the 27 

Consumer Price Index. 28 

 29 

 30 

  31 



RESOLUTION # 7 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CARBON FOOTPRINT REDUCTION and SUPPORT EMPLOYMENT 1 

CUNGRUENT WITH ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS climate change is primarily caused by human activities over the last century, and; 4 

*WHEREAS these activities if continued as is will result in the planet becoming uninhabitable by human 5 

civilization, and; 6 

*WHEREAS the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the November 2018 Fourth Climate 7 

Assessment report states that the world wide greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced by 40 t0 60% 8 

by 2030 and to net zero by 2050 to avoid the catastrophic conditions that will result in the end of human 9 

civilization as we now know it, and; 10 

*WHEREAS the United States is experiencing a decline in life expectancy, a 4-decade trend in economic  11 

stagnation for all but the wealthy, and; 12 

*WHEREAS, climate change, pollution and environmental destruction have all exacerbated systemic 13 

racial, social, environmental and economic injustices, and;  14 

*WHEREAS, climate change is a direct threat to the national security of the United States; now, therefore, 15 

be it  16 

*BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCDP Third District supports carbon footprint reduction and to support 17 

employment congruent with environmental sustainability.  18 

 19 

 20 

  21 



RESOLUTION # 8 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BEVERAGE CONTAINER DEPOSIT LAW FOR NORTH CAROLINA 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, Plastic bottle and aluminum can beverage containers make up an unacceptable percentage 3 

of roadside litter in North Carolina; and  4 

*WHEREAS, NC Department of Transportation spent almost 19 million dollars removing litter, including 5 

glass and aluminum beverage containers, on state routes in 2017; and  6 

*WHEREAS, The percentage of litter reduction in states with beverage container deposit systems ranges 7 

from 34 to 74% in overall litter and 70 to 84% in bottles and cans; and  8 

*WHEREAS, A deposit refund system encourages citizens to recycle at home and remove refundable 9 

bottles and cans along roadways; and  10 

*WHEREAS, It is well known that recycling reduces the amount of solid waste in landfills;  now, therefore 11 

be it  12 

*RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District calls for Governor Cooper and the Department of 13 

Environmental Quality institute a statewide beverage container deposit law and system in good 14 

stewardship of our environment, aesthetic beauty, and economy.  15 

 16 

 17 

  18 



RESOLUTION # 9 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MEDICAID EXPANSION IN NORTH CAROLINA 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court ruling on healthcare reform made the Medicaid expansion optional 3 

for states, and; 4 

*WHEREAS, North Carolina has declined to join the majority of states in expanding Medicaid eligibility for 5 

low-income residents, and; 6 

*WHEREAS, according to studies conducted by researchers at George Washington University lack of 7 

Medicaid expansion not only means that hundreds of thousands of low income North Carolinians will 8 

remain uninsured, but also that hospital, physicians’ offices, clinics, pharmacies and other health care 9 

providers have less revenue and bear more uncompensated care, and; 10 

*WHEREAS, according to the same study, North Carolina would create 43,000 jobs, and; 11 

*WHEREAS, in a recent survey of “influencers”- a group that includes former governors, university and 12 

non-profit leaders, philanthropists, executives and authors- seventy five percent said state legislators 13 

should expand Medicaid, now therefore, be it 14 

*RESOLVED, that the NCDP Third District  support the expansion of Medicaid in North Carolina as 15 

outlined in the Affordable Care Act. 16 

 17 

  18 



RESOLUTION # 10 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PUBLICLY FUNDED POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 1 

 THROUGH BACHELOR’S DEGREE 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, The unemployment rate for college graduates has been consistently half that of high school 4 

graduates, and 99 percent of the 11.6 million new jobs in 2015 went to those with at least some college 5 

education; and 6 

*WHEREAS, The median income for those with a bachelor’s degree was 67 percent higher than for those 7 

with only a high school degree; and 8 

*WHEREAS, Over 40 percent of college graduates from families with incomes in the bottom one-fifth 9 

reached the top two-fifths of income as adults, while only 14 percent of those without college degrees 10 

experienced the same level of upward mobility; and 11 

*WHEREAS, The average person with a bachelor’s degree will earn an additional $625,000 over their 12 

lifetime compared to a high school graduate; which, in turn, will provide a significantly greater return 13 

(businesses formed, purchases, and taxes) to the North Carolina economy than the cost of their four-year 14 

college degree; and 15 

*WHEREAS, In 2009, individuals who earned vocational certificates had a four percent higher 16 

employment rate than those with bachelor’s degrees, and 22 percent more were employed in a job related 17 

field of study; and 18 

*WHEREAS, 70 percent of companies report that they have significant shortages of workers skilled in 19 

technology, computers, and the trades; and the U.S. skill gap is forecast to reach 2 million by 2025; and  20 

*WHEREAS, The gap in skilled production workers is forecast to reach 63 percent by 2020 and 75 percent 21 

of executives say that the greatest impact will be an inability for their manufacturing production to meet the 22 

expected demand; and 23 

*WHEREAS, by 2020, 67% of jobs in North Carolina will require post-secondary education and currently 24 

only 47% of North Carolinians have higher than high school education; and 25 

*WHEREAS, Of that 47%, only 35% are workers born in North Carolina with the remainder born 26 

elsewhere; and  27 

*WHEREAS, The most efficient way to bring every citizen into our educational system is publicly funded 28 

education; and 29 

*WHEREAS, The educational system must be varied in its foci so as to accommodate academic and 30 

manual work training for its clients because the work environment changes with the discovery of new 31 

information, techniques, and technology; and 32 



RESOLUTION # 11 

*WHEREAS, A thorough post-secondary education lasting until the awarding of a bachelor’s degree or the 1 

equivalent in manual trades will give citizens the best chance of succeeding in their chosen vocations, 2 

meet the needs of the nation, and more than pay for the financial investment; now, therefore, be it 3 

RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District strongly supports legislation to fund the education of every 4 

citizen of North Carolina through the awarding of a bachelor’s degree or the completion of a certification in 5 

a skilled trade. 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

  10 



RESOLUTION # 12 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE INITIATIVE 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, the current Electoral College (EC) system of electing the President of the United States of 3 

America enables a candidate with less than a plurality of votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia 4 

to become the President; and 5 

 6 

*WHEREAS, there have been 5 citizens in US history to become minority Presidents, including the current 7 

one who lost the popular vote by 2.9 million votes, which proves the EC system is deeply flawed, and the 8 

EC system violates the “one citizen, one vote” rule; and 9 

 10 

*WHEREAS, there is an ongoing movement, called “The National Popular Vote Initiative” which is 11 

structured so that the candidate for President who wins the plurality of the popular vote as tallied for all 50 12 

states and the District of Columbia wins all the EC votes for any given state which has passed a state law 13 

that directs such action; and 14 

 15 

*WHEREAS, there are a total of 538 EC votes, when enough states join the initiative that have EC votes 16 

that total 270 or more, all the joined states cast their EC votes for the candidate that wins the popular vote; 17 

and 18 

*WHEREAS, as of March 2019, 12 states with a combined EC vote of 172 have passed such legislation, 19 

leaving 98 EC votes to be added by states that will join the initiative; and 20 

 21 

*WHEREAS, North Carolina has 15 EC votes, and when North Carolina joins the National Popular Vote 22 

Initiative, there will remain 83 EC votes to be included in the Initiative; and   23 

 24 

*WHEREAS, we ask the North Carolina General Assembly to pass legislation requiring the North Carolina 25 

Electoral College to vote representing the actual popular vote; and 26 

 27 

*WHEREAS, when the required number of EC votes has been attained, the President will be elected by 28 

the popular vote of the citizens of the United States without the need to amend the United States 29 

Constitution; now, therefore, be it 30 

 31 

*RESOLVED: that the NCDP Third District strongly support state legislation to join The National Popular 32 

Vote Initiative.  33 



RESOLUTION # 13 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF UNIVERSAL MEDICARE INSURANCE 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, it is apparent that access to good health care from the medical community in North Carolina 3 

is a civil right of every citizen; and 4 

 5 

*WHEREAS the US spends more on healthcare than other industrialized nations (19% of our GNP) and is 6 

the only country that does not offer some form of universal healthcare to our citizens; 7 

 8 

*WHEREAS, it is apparent that the existing system of Medicare administered by the federal government 9 

for citizens 65 years of age and older is, and has been, performing well for many decades; and 10 

 11 

*WHEREAS, expanding Medicare to cover all citizens of any age is an expedient and practical way of 12 

providing universal health care; now, therefore be it 13 

 14 

RESOLVED: that the NCDP Third District will support legislation to provide; an expansion of Medicare 15 

services as we know it today to include, without limitation, dental, hearing, vision, mental health, 16 

reproductive health, end of life care, any other medical services, and comprehensive pharmaceutical 17 

products and be available to individuals of all ages. 18 

 19 

 20 

  21 



RESOLUTION # 14 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING GERRYMANDERING OF VOTING DISTRICTS 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, The current North Carolina state practice of allowing electoral districts to be partisan 3 

gerrymandered violates the foundational principle one person one vote; and 4 

 5 

*WHEREAS, Because of the extreme partisan gerrymandering following the 2010 US Census, North 6 

Carolina is considered one of the least democratic states in the nation; and  7 

 8 

*WHEREAS, The secret redistricting processes used by the party in power has resulted in racial 9 

gerrymandering in addition to partisan gerrymandering; and  10 

 11 

*WHEREAS, North Carolina has been sued for every electoral redistricting plan following the 2010 12 

Census, lost nearly every case for which a verdict has been rendered in state and federal court, and spent 13 

in excess of $6.9M of taxpayer funds defending the General Assembly’s unconstitutional redistricting 14 

practices; now, therefore, be it 15 

 16 

RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District supports passing legislation that institutes the use of a non-17 

partisan board or commission for conducting redistricting following the 2020 census; and, that the board or 18 

commission only consider federal and state constitutional and regulatory requirements, and existing US 19 

Supreme Court majority or plurality opinion guidance. 20 

 21 

  22 



RESOLUTION # 15 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING PARTISAN BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTIONS 1 

 2 

*WHEREAS, During the 2017-2018 session of the North Carolina General Assembly, Senate Bill 253, An 3 

Act to Change the Election Method of the following County Boards of Education from nonpartisan to 4 

partisan: Beaufort, Carteret, Cleveland, Dare, Hyde, Madison, Onslow, Pender and Yancey was 5 

introduced;  6 

 7 

*WHEREAS, On June 14, 2017, the North Carolina House of Representatives passed Senate Bill 253 8 

almost completely along party lines; 9 

 10 

*WHEREAS, On June 28, 2017, the North Carolina Senate passed Senate Bill 253 completely on party 11 

lines; 12 

 13 

*WHEREAS, Historically, just a small minority of North Carolina’s 112 local Boards of Education have 14 

been elected on a partisan basis; 15 

 16 

*WHEREAS, Before 2013, there were fewer than ten school boards in the state that held partisan 17 

elections and currently there are 34; 18 

 19 

*WHEREAS, The North Carolina School Boards Association has stated concerns that partisan Board of 20 

Education elections could limit the number of people who could run;  21 

 22 

*WHEREAS, Partisan Board of Education elections exclude federal employees due to requirements of the 23 

Hatch Act;  24 

 25 

*WHEREAS, Partisan Board of Education elections create additional burdens on registered independents 26 

who have to petition to get their names on the ballot; 27 

 28 

RESOLVED: that the NCDP Third District opposes partisan Board of Education elections and calls for the 29 

voters of North Carolina to decide the method of electing Board of Education members. 30 

 31 

  32 



RESOLUTION # 16 

RESOLUTION TO EXPAND NC PRE-K TO A UNIVERSAL PRE-K PROGRAM  1 

SERVING ALL NC 4-YEAR OLDS 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, The current NC Pre-K program restricts enrollment eligibility to disadvantaged children as 4 

determined by parents’ income and other risk factors; and 5 

*WHEREAS, NC Pre-K today serves only about ¼ of all 4-year olds and just 47% of the income eligible 4-6 

year olds; and 7 

*WHEREAS, children who attend Pre-K programs perform better in kindergarten, are also less likely to be 8 

placed in special education, are less likely to repeat a grade, and are more likely to graduate from high 9 

school and go to college; and 10 

*WHEREAS, investment in Pre-K pays off by reducing the number of children placed into special 11 

education classrooms in the 3rd grade by 39%; and 12 

*WHEREAS, special education costs nearly twice as much as regular classroom education; and 13 

*WHEREAS, research conducted at Duke University indicates that participation in NC Pre-K programs is 14 

related to improved academic scores in grades 6, 7, and 8; and 15 

*WHEREAS, people who attend Pre-K are more consistently employed, more likely to have full time jobs 16 

and less likely to rely on public assistance; and 17 

*WHEREAS, people who attend Pre-K are less likely to develop alcohol or drug problems, commit a felony 18 

or go to prison; and 19 

*WHEREAS, Pre-K more than pays for itself through future savings on incarceration, special education 20 

and welfare; and  21 

*WHEREAS, tuition-free universal Pre-K would save NC families thousands of dollars in daycare costs;  22 

RESOLVED, that the NCDP Third District encourage the state legislature to make statewide universal Pre-23 

K for 4-year olds a reality; and, 24 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a NC universal Pre-K program be funded through the public school 25 

funding formula so that the program is jointly funded by local, state and federal dollars. 26 

  27 

 28 

  29 



RESOLUTION # 17 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING SEISMIC TESTING, OFFSHORE EXPLORATION OFF THE ATLANTIC 1 

SEABOARD FOR NATURAL GAS AND OIL, AND EXTRACTION 2 

 3 

*WHEREAS, The Dare County Democratic Party, the Dare County Board of Commissioners, the Towns of 4 

Duck, Kill Devil Hills, Kitty Hawk, Nags Head and Southern Shores, the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau, the 5 

Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce, and other groups have stated their opposition to offshore exploration 6 

for natural gas and oil, as well as seismic testing to support offshore exploration and extraction; and 7 

*WHEREAS, The 27 counties that comprise North Carolina's coastal region generate significantly more 8 

personal and commercial income, public revenue, and employment opportunities, than will that of offshore 9 

gas and oil exploration and extraction, to wit, in 2016:  10 

• These counties generated nearly $4B in tourist revenue  11 

• Three of these coastal counties--Dare, New Hanover, and Brunswick--were among the top 12 

ten North Carolina counties in tourist revenue generation $2.2B and nearly 25,000 jobs 13 

• Dare, New Hanover, and Brunswick Counties alone provided 10% of North Carolina's travel 14 

and tourism income 15 

• Studies suggest that offshore drilling will generate $181M in annual income and create 16 

1,122 jobs over a seven-year startup. This is 8.2% of the revenue Dare, New Hanover, and 17 

Brunswick generated and only 5% of the jobs created by them in 2016. 18 

• For the 30-year period following the first seven years, offshore drilling is estimated to 19 

generate $1.9B in incomes annually and create 16,910 jobs; again, a fraction of that 20 

generated by the coastal counties. 21 

 22 

*WHEREAS, The aforementioned projections are contingent on the actual quantities of offshore oil and 23 

gas being extracted, and the prices of the resources remaining stable at or above the estimated levels; 24 

and 25 

*WHEREAS, Visitors come from all over the world to enjoy the natural beauty of our clean beaches, 26 

marshes, sounds, and tributaries; and 27 

*WHEREAS, Many of these natural areas provide sanctuary and nesting/breeding grounds for diverse 28 

groups of migratory birds, turtles, fish including the highly endangered Right whales, and other forms of 29 

wildlife; and 30 

*WHEREAS, Along with recreational enjoyment, our coastal waters and natural habitats provide the world 31 

with some of the best wild-caught seafood, renowned for its freshness and exceptional quality; and 32 



RESOLUTION # 18 

 1 

*WHEREAS, Along North Carolina's northern Outer Banks region the county and local governments are 2 

pursuing shoreline protection through beach nourishment to protect and preserve the opportunities for 3 

beach enjoyment; and 4 

*WHEREAS, The inherent risks to our region form offshore oil and natural gas exploration and drilling 5 

have the potential to irrevocably harm our natural environment, our economic well-being, and our overall 6 

quality of life, as demonstrated by two massive spills in US waters: 7 

• In 1989, the Exxon Valdez leaked 10.8 million gallons of crude oil in to Prince William 8 

Sound, causing $300M in environmental damage and fouling over 1,000 miles of coastline--9 

many of which remain heavily contaminated today causing severe economic harm to the  10 

3,200 watermen who made their living mostly on commercial fishing, and, and a 35 percent 11 

reduction in tourism in southwest Alaska in the year after spill. 12 

• In 2010, the Deepwater Horizon leaked 184 million gallons of crude oil in the Gulf of Mexico, 13 

with well over 12 million pounds of oily residue coating the coastline and caused a $700M 14 

loss in the tourism and fishing industries of Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida in 15 

the six months following the leak. 16 

• The 3 million gallon oil spill in Santa Barbara in 1969 covered 35 miles of the coast in oil 17 

residue, was considered so catastrophic that a Republican administration signed the 18 

National Environmental Policy Act, and visitors to the region continue to deal with the oil 19 

“blobs” on the beach that stick to their feet and clothes; and 20 

*WHEREAS, one oil spill would devastate the Coastal North Carolina economic engine and tax base; and 21 

*WHEREAS, Governor Roy Cooper firmly opposes seismic testing, offshore drilling, and extraction of 22 

petroleum resources off the coast of North Carolina; and 23 

*WHEREAS, The industry and federal government have provided no objective evidence for the need to 24 

conduct offshore exploration and extraction; now, therefore, be it 25 

RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District is vehemently opposed to seismic testing, exploration, and 26 

extraction of petroleum resources on the continental shelf or elsewhere off the coast of the Atlantic 27 

seaboard; and 28 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the NCDP Third District strongly urges all leaders of coastal 29 

governments, communities, and the North Carolina General Assembly to actively oppose seismic testing, 30 

offshore petroleum exploration and extraction policies that risk the health and economic viability of coastal 31 

North Carolina. 32 


