
The meeting was called to order at 11:04am by District Chairman Chris Hardee. 
 
After Chairman Hardee announced the convention theme, Younger Democrats Leading the East, the 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Hardee’s son via video, followed by a moment of silent reflection. 
 
Procedural Business and Motions 
 
Secretary Megan Sumerell did a roll call. 13 of 16 counties were present. Camden, Jones, and Lenoir 
were unrepresented; the delegation from Lenoir County arrived at 11:20. 

 
A motion to approve the agenda as presented was made by Carteret County and seconded by Pitt 
County. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Third Vice Chair Nick Blount presented the messages to convention from NCDP Chairman Wayne 
Goodwin, Governor Roy Cooper, and Judge John Arrowwood. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the 2017 convention was made by Pitt County and seconded by 
Craven County. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Treasurer Suzie Cuthrell reported that we had a balance of $2155.67 as of 5 May 2018, pending 
clearance of one outstanding reimbursement. 
  
Keynote speaker Autumn Gillikin spoke about the concerns of current high school students. Topics 
included bullying, gun violence, and a lack of political education among her peers. 
 
Chairman Hardee announced that the Second Vice Chair Eric Smith was on leave due to a contested 
primary. Hardee also announced the distribution of petitions to add the Constitution Party to ballots 
across North Carolina, to allow the GOP to be challenged from the right in response to the GOP’s efforts 
to have the Democratic Party challenged by the Green Party on the left. 
 
Representatives from the Democratic Women, the LGBTQ Caucus, and YDNC presented auxiliary 
reports.  
 
District Chairman Hardee introduced the convention program, YDs for NC. Of 8 legislative seats in the 
district, 4 candidates in the 2018 election were of YD-eligible age. Two of those candidates, Dan Whitten 
for HD-15 and Cole Phelps for SD-1, spoke to the convention. Messages from the other candidates were 
made available on the Facebook event page for the convention. Other candidate presentations included 
Joseph Webb for SD-6, Ike Johnson for HD-14, Ed Booth for Beaufort County Commissioner, and Katie 
Tomberlin for Carteret County Commissioner. 
 
Chairman Hardee provided an update on the NCDP, which began work to run a continuous campaign. 
These efforts included the initiation of extensive organizational work in off-years and building from the 
precinct level up, and expanding staff to include more digital and outreach staff to aid local leadership; 
additionally, the party made more training and tools available to leaders. Finally, another video message 
from NCDP Chairman Wayne Goodwin was presented. 
 
Hardee also announced information on the plan for NCGA elections. Based on historic data, four districts 
(SD-5, SD-6, HD-1, and HD-79) were identified as pivotal to improving results for the region. 



Old Business 
 
The District received money from the NCDP because several counties paid 100% of monies due to the 
sustaining fund from the county assessment program. District Chairman Hardee requested that any 
counties which had not made payment under the county assessment program re-adopted at the 2017 
convention do so as soon as possible. 
 
New Business 
 
The floor was opened for nominations to the NCDP Convention Credentials and Appeals Committee.  
Linda Moore was nominated; Carteret County moved to close and accept the nomination by unanimous 
acclimation. Craven County seconded, and the motion passed by voice vote. 
 
The floor was opened for nominations to the NCDP Resolutions and Platforms Committee. Katie 
Tomberlin was nominated. Pitt County moved to close and accept the nomination by unanimous 
acclimation. Onslow County seconded, and the motion passed by voice vote. 
 
The floor was opened for nominations to the NCDP Council of Review. David Cox was nominated. Pitt 
County moved to close and accept the nomination by unanimous acclimation. Lenoir County seconded, 
and the motion passed by voice vote. 
 
First Vice Chair Jennifer Alexander present the resolutions committee report. In total, 33 resolutions 
were received from 8 counties. Some were combined because of overlap, while others were not brought 
to the floor because their local scope did not require affirmation before submission to the NCDP. 
 
With the consent of the body, no objection was presented to Resolutions #1, #3-10, #11 with a 
typographical error corrected, #12-#15, #17, #19, #22, #24, #26-#29, and #30 with style error corrected. 
Resolutions #2, #18, and #33 were amended to say Third District instead of the presenting county and 
adopted as amended. Resolution #23 was removed from consideration because it was not adopted by 
the county party. 
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #16. Craven County moved the following amendment; the 
motion was seconded by Beaufort County.  The motion carried. The amendment: 

Be it resolved that the 3rd Congressional District reject the NCMFC’s proposed changes to the 
definition of a Commercial Fisherman. 
Be it further resolved that the 3rd Congressional District of the NCDP requests other groups and 
organizations go on record opposing the change of definition of Commercial Fishing 

 
Craven County moved to adopt the resolution as amended. Dare County seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #20. Craven County moved to amend by adding “with the cost 
of attendance based on need” to the end of the resolution; the motion was seconded by Onslow 
County.  The amendment failed by voice vote.  
 
Craven County moved to adopt the resolution as written; Hyde County seconded. Chowan County 
objected and moved to amend by changing kindergarten to preschool; Craven County seconded the 



motion. The amendment carried by voice vote. Craven County moved to adopt the resolution as 
amended and Hyde County seconded. The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #21. Beaufort County moved to amend $15 to $10 and was 
seconded by Craven County. The amendment failed by voice vote. Craven County moved to adopt the 
resolution; Beaufort County seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #25. The voice vote to adopt the resolution was inconclusive. 
With 152 votes for and 165 votes against, the resolution failed. 
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #31. The chair ruled that the voice vote was against adoption 
of the resolution.  
 
An objection was presented to Resolution #32. The chair ruled that the voice vote was in favor of 
adopting the resolution. 
 
A motion to adopt the resolutions packet as amended was made by Beaufort County and seconded by 
Onslow County. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Hardee raised a need for action to be taken to oppose third parties making social media pages 
that look official in order to disseminate fake news. Craven County moved to support this action and 
Lenoir County seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Hardee initiated discussion regarding the support by Pitt County Schools which the district 
paid for to facilitate the 2017 convention but did not receive. Beaufort County moved that he continue 
to pursue the reimbursement of these funds. Craven County seconded the motion, which carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Announcements 
 
The following events from the NCDP calendar were announced: 
 

• NC Senior Dems Convention  May 19  Charlotte, NC 

• NCDP Convention/SHF Breakfast  June 9  Raleigh, NC 

• NCDP State Exec Committee  September 9 TBD 

• NC Democratic Women Convention September 7-9 Wilmington, NC 

• NCDP Western Gala   October 6 Asheville, NC 
 
Seeing no further business, the Convention was adjourned at 2:54pm. 


