
 

 

 
STANDING RULES of the NCDP 3rd DISTRICT CONVENTION, May 18, 2019 

 

RULE 1. Chair.  The Convention shall select a Convention Chair who shall have general direction of the meeting and shall 

be authorized to take such action as is necessary to maintain order.  The Chair, with the guidance of a Parliamentarian if needed, 

shall decide all questions of order, subject to any appeal.  Courteous respect for one another will be the standing order of the day.   

 

RULE 2. Open Meeting.  The Third District Convention shall be open to all registered Democrats in the District and any 

invited guests inclusive of race, sex, color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, economic status, 

philosophical persuasion or physical disability.  Only duly elected Delegates to the District Convention have the right to speak 

on any topic before the convention or make motions to the convention. 

 

RULE 3. Suspension of Rules.  Any standing rule may be suspended for a specific time and purpose by a 2/3 vote. 

 

VOTING 

 
RULE 4. Credentialed Voting.  Only duly elected district convention delegates who are present during a vote, election, or 

quorum call will have a vote.  The Chair may take voice votes, or standing votes for all voting questions except for elections.  

All votes, which the county is entitled to cast, shall be divided equally among all the delegates in attendance from that county. 

 

RULE 5. Roll Call Voting.  Election voting will occur by roll call vote with a weighted ballot unless there is only one 

candidate in which a vote by acclamation will be in order.  If the Chair is unsure of the prevailing side of any vote other than an 

election vote, the Chair shall ask for a roll call vote.  Any 2 delegates may ask for a roll call vote on any item.  Upon a roll call 

vote, each county will caucus and the County Chair or a designated individual of each County shall report its vote to the District 

Chair, or his designee, for report to the convention.  

 

MOTIONS and DEBATE 

 

RULE 6. Obtaining Recognition.  When any Delegate is about to speak in debate, that Delegate shall rise and await 

recognition by the Chair.  The Chair shall inquire of the Delegate the purpose for which the Delegate rises.  If the Delegate’s 

purpose in rising is in order, the Chair will recognize the Delegate.  Upon recognition, the Delegate shall state that Delegate's 

name and county or, where appropriate, that Delegate’s position.   

 

RULE 7. Limitations on Debate.  No Delegate shall speak in debate more than twice on the same question, or longer than 

three (3) minutes, without permission of the assembly granted by a majority vote without debate.  The debate period on any 

question will be capped at ten (10) minutes.  Additional time may be added to the debate period by a majority vote without 

debate.  Ad hominem arguments will not be tolerated by the Chair who may curtail the remaining time of the speaker if noted by 

the Chair. 

 

RULE 8. Nominations.  Nominations for any office or committee to be filled by the convention shall be limited to the 

presentation of the name, home county, and, where appropriate position, of the nominee to the convention.  No debate or 

seconding speech shall be permitted. 

 

RULE 9. Censure.  No remark of a personal nature reflecting negatively upon any delegate shall be in order upon the floor 

unless preceded by a motion or resolution of censure. 

 

RULE 10. Motions in writing.  All motions shall be submitted in writing at the request of the chairman. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RULE 11. Resolutions submissions. Resolutions must have been submitted to the District Resolutions Committee for their 

consideration and report to the Convention.  Resolutions adopted by any county convention in the District shall be in order and 

may be considered by the Convention.  All Resolutions shall be submitted in writing to the Chair, prior to the beginning of new 

business.  Resolutions from the floor are out of order. 


